'Witness building' set to be demolished

By JIM DINO (Staff Writer)
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JAMIE PESOTINE/Staff Photographer This building at McKenna's Corner in West Hazleton had a role in the Lattimer Massacre, according to a researcher from the University of Maryland.
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A building slated to be torn down as part of the Broad Street Corridor project is a historic structure related to the Lattimer Massacre that should remain standing, according to a historian.

Dr. Paul Shackel, a professor of anthropology at the University of Maryland - who has taken an interest in the area and the massacre - said the CAN DO Advertising building at McKenna's Corner in West Hazleton is involved in the history of the incident.

Shackel said Luzerne County Sheriff James Martin and his deputized posse first encountered the 300 to 400 miners who were marching from Harwood to Lattimer on the land the building occupies.

"The sheriff and his posse first confronted the marchers there," Shackel said. "They engaged in a conflict. There was a scuffle. One man suffered a broken arm. The marchers were marching with two American flags, and members of the posse took one of the flags and tore it up."

The confrontation happened about 90 minutes before the massacre. 

A website on Shackel's project, www.lattimermassacre.wordpress.com, offers a detailed description of the building and its significance, calling the structure at 1 N. Broad St. a "witness building." 

The website says the confrontation at McKenna's Corner did not turn to gunfire "but for the action of West Hazleton Police Chief Evan Jones," who stood with the posse.

It also says the building at one point had been the office for the United Mine Workers of America, the union that rose to power to defend miners' rights much the same way the immigrant miners were marching for that day.

Those visiting the website are being asked to write letters that oppose demolishing the building to: Advisory Council on Historic Preservation, Old Post Office Building, 100 Pennsylvania Ave. SW, Suite 803, Washington, DC 20004, and the Pennsylvania Historical and Museum Commission, Bureau for Historic Preservation, Commonwealth Keystone Building, 400 North St., Harrisburg, PA 17120-0093.

The letters must be labeled as follows: ER/05-8042-079 Broad Street Corridor Improvement Project.

jdino@standardspeaker.com

Showing 2 comments 

Sort by [image: image6.wmf]

Popular now

[image: image7.png]


  Subscribe by email [image: image8.png]


  Subscribe by RSS 

Real-time updating is enabled. (Pause)
0 new comments were just posted. Show
	

	CranberryJoe [image: image10.png]


10 hours ago 


· JDino, 
I agree with Dr. Shackel. Hazleton needs to capitalize on its rich heritage and preserve historic landmarks such as the building at McKenna’s Corner. There is nothing so attractive, in my view, as visiting a town that protects and promotes its traditional and nostalgic past. Hazleton should be proud of its past and should not be in a hurry to destroy its historical place in history building by building. The Lattimer Massacre was a major event in Hazleton’s history and the trail those brave miners took to immortality is as much a part of Hazleton’s history as it is the labor movement in this country. So much has already been lost to progress such as the legendary Cranberry Ball Park near Cranberry and Pardee Square in downtown Hazleton that it boggles my mind what could have been done with those historic landmarks as tourist attractions. Let’s think twice before we allow developers to move in and destroy the things we hold dear. Hazleton need not be made to look like every other city in the country. Hazleton is unique and deserves to remain so. 
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· I don't see anything historic about this building whatsoever. Most of Hazleton's historic buildings have been torn down already. We can't undo that now. So what is so significant about this building...immigrant mine workers gathered here to protest the international money powers and that makes this place historic? If it really is, then let the museum commission put up a historic marker but rip the building needs to go. I am so sick of people complaining about the Broad Street Corridor Project...this NEEDS to happen. The intersections along this roadway are NOT safe and safety is more important to me than so-called "history." If you want to see history, Scranton and Bethlehem still have all their old buildings standing, and Philly is only a 2 hour drive away... 
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